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Whether or not Paul would have regarded print, visual, and
electronic media as acceptable substitutes for preaching in
our day may be debated; but he certainly could not imagine
a substitute for the personal dimension—someone—
communicating the message. Gospel preaching is not
simply a message, but a Person. Before the unconverted
can pray, they must hear and believe in the risen Christ
(Greathouse, Lyons pg. 85, 2008).
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Belief in our hearts doesn’t mean people say the right
words. It makes us people who believe and trust God in the
core of our being. And when God hears our cries and
reaches out to us, we seek to embody that trust in the
choices we make every day (Frank Crouch, 2017).

Belief in our hearts doesn’t mean people say the right
words. It makes us people who believe and trust God in the
core of our being. And when God hears our cries and
reaches out to us, we seek to embody that trust in the
choices we make every day (Frank Crouch, 2017).

The Christian faith creates an entirely new geometry. The
circle of believers that was once defined by its boundaries,
the law, is now defined by its center, Christ. The attention
to who is in and who is out is no longer the focus. Rather
the focus is on the One Who calls and claims, redeems and
loves. We are called to start in the center and live as
though the circle is infinite—which, of course, it is
(Highsmith pg. 328, 2011).
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We’ve received Jesus’ righteousness as a

We’ve received Jesus’ righteousness as a

_____________.

_____________.

Relationship with God is not a mystery to solve,

Relationship with God is not a mystery to solve,

something to achieve, or something to own.

something to achieve, or something to own.

Salvation has come near to every person.

Salvation has come near to every person.

_______________ has come to us.

_______________ has come to us.

Love has come to us—and all the world.

Love has come to us—and all the world.

It’s not complicated. Simple obedient, trusting faith in
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Jesus, and we’re in relationship with Almighty God.

Jesus, and we’re in relationship with Almighty God.

Because of the righteousness of One, we are in the

Because of the righteousness of One, we are in the

family of God.

family of God.

May God Himself, the God of peace sanctify you
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through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and

through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and

body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord
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Jesus Christ. The One Who calls you is faithful, and
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He will do it. He will complete His work in us.

He will do it. He will complete His work in us.
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