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So then, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation, but it isn’t an obligation to ourselves
to live our lives on the basis of selfishness. If you live on the basis of selfishness, you are
going to die. But if by the Spirit you put to death the actions of the body, you will live. All
who are led by God’s Spirit are God’s sons and daughters. You didn’t receive a spirit of
slavery to lead you back again into fear, but you received a Spirit that shows you are
adopted as His children. With this Spirit, we cry, “Abba, Father.” The same Spirit agrees
with our spirit, that we are God’s children. But if we are children, we are also heirs. We are
God’s heirs and fellow heirs with Christ, if we really suffer with Him so we can also be
glorified with Him.
I believe the present suffering is nothing compared to the coming glory that is going to be
revealed to us. The whole creation waits breathless with anticipation for the revelation of
God’s sons and daughters. Creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice—
it was the choice of the one who subjected it—but in the hope that the creation itself will
be set free from slavery to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of God’s children.
We know the whole creation is groaning together and suffering labor pains up until now.
And it’s not only the creation. We ourselves—who have the Spirit as the first crop of the
harvest—also groan inside as we wait to be adopted and for our bodies to be set free.
We were saved in hope. If we see what we hope for, that isn’t hope. Who hopes for what
they already see? But if we hope for what we don’t see, we wait for it with patience.
Romans 8:12-25

