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But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says.
Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves. James 1:22
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Nehemiah, a civic leader and political force, lives in the world of
Ezra. He is a Jew living under Persian rule, having established
himself as an important official in the Persian imperial regime
with access to the emperor. He is a competent, trusted servant of
the empire, but he is a Jew whose heart and passion continue to
be rooted in Jerusalem. He is a descendant of those deported
from Jerusalem by the Babylonians; his family has well survived
the transition from Babylonian to Persian hegemony
(dominance), all the while with an abiding Jewish passion (W.
Brueggemann, 2008).
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Nehemiah started out as a government worker in the employ of a
foreign king. Then he became—and this is the work he tells us of
in these memoirs—a building contractor, called in to rebuild the
walls of Jerusalem. His coworker Ezra was a scholar and teacher,
working with the Scriptures. Nehemiah worked with stones and
mortar. The stories of the two men are interwoven in a seamless
fabric of vocational holiness. Neither job was more or less
important or holy than the other. Nehemiah needed Ezra; Ezra
needed Nehemiah. God’s people needed the work of both of
them. We still do (E. Peterson, 2002).
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