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King Hezekiah went to God’s prophet Isaiah and asked him to
seek the Lord on behalf of Judah. Isaiah spoke the encouraging
Word of the Lord to Hezekiah: Heavens, raise the roof! Earth,
wake the dead! Mountains, send up cheers! God has comforted
His people. He has tenderly nursed His beaten-up, beaten-down
people. But Zion said, “I don’t get it. God has left me. My
Master has forgotten I even exist.” “Can a mother forget the
infant at her breast, walk away from the baby she bore? Even if
mothers forget, I’d never forget you—never. Look, I’ve written
your names on the backs of My hands. The walls you’re
rebuilding are never out of My sight. Your builders are faster
than your wreckers. The demolition crews are gone for good.
Look up, look around, look well! See them gathering, coming to
you? As sure as I Am the living God”—God’s Decree—“you’re
going to put them on like so much jewelry, you’re going to use
them to dress up like a bride. “And your ruined land? Your
devastated, decimated land? Filled with more people than you
know what to do with! And your barbarian enemies, a fading
memory. Isaiah 49:13-19
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Some say prayer is designed to change us, not God, and that’s a
very dangerous half-truth. Prayer is designed to change God,
but prayer is part of a relationship, and you cant predict ahead
of time how the interactions in a relationship will work out.
Hezekiah proved prayer can change God - John Goldingay
(2011).
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Next week: The fall of the Kingdom of Judah.
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