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• The word culture comes from the word for worship – cultus.
Cultures are formed as people consider what is true, beautiful,
and of value, and then practices develop around those ideas.
Cultures develop a litany of practices that form the people that
live within that setting into a particular kind of people.
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• “The core of the person is what he or she loves, and that is
bound up with what they worship—that insight re-calibrates
the radar for cultural analysis. The rituals and practices that
form our loves spill out well beyond the sanctuary. Many
secular liturgies are trying to get us to love some other
kingdom and some other gods.” –James K. A. Smith

• “The core of the person is what he or she loves, and that is
bound up with what they worship—that insight re-calibrates
the radar for cultural analysis. The rituals and practices that
form our loves spill out well beyond the sanctuary. Many
secular liturgies are trying to get us to love some other
kingdom and some other gods.” –James K. A. Smith

• “The blood on the door will mark this as a home God can ‘pass
over;’ it is marked as an Israelite home. Excuse me, does God
not know which are Israelite homes (and anyway, are the
Israelites not all together in that ghetto in Goshen)? ...In calling
this a sign ‘for you,’ however, Exodus also hints at the
significance of daubing the blood for the people. It is their
proclamation of who they are; they mark themselves as
Israelites and not Egyptians.” – John Goldingay
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• “This imagery is picked up in Revelation–in particular ch. 13.
John, the Revelator, sees people as either marked by the Lamb
or by the beast. To be marked by Lamb or beast is to be
possessed by that entity. There is no in-between for Exodus or
for Revelation, the people are marked by, and thus belong to
one entity or the other: Empire or Kingdom. In both places,
the consequences are the same. If a person is marked by the
empire, the result is death and destruction.” —T.S. Daniels
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Next week: The STORY series continues. Moses, Part 2
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