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For John the Baptist didn’t spend his time eating bread or
drinking wine, and you say, ‘He’s possessed by a demon.’
The Son of Man,[a] on the other hand, feasts and drinks,
and you say, ‘He’s a glutton and a drunkard, and a friend of
tax collectors and other sinners!’
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But wisdom is shown to be right by the lives of those who
follow it.”
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“Jesus and John can be seen to represent two aspects of
the biblical message. John the austere one calls for
repentance. Jesus the joyous One announces the good
news of the kingdom. A person can reject the message and
even kill the messenger. Or, one can listen, repent, and be
counted among the children of wisdom” (Hultgren 211)
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“John is discounted because his abstinence is too strict,
while Jesus is rejected because His behavior is not strict
enough. The querulousness of these charges begins to
make the speakers for "this generation" sound like Goldilocks
finding everything too hard, too soft, too hot, too
cold” (Leonard Sweet).
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Lord, help me notice and attend to ______ humbly and
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swiftly, regardless of Your servant’s appearance or approach.
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